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Synopsis

A labourer, journalist and a professor who lived through four successive periods of German political
history &#x96; from the German Empire, through the Weimar Republic and the Nazi state through to
the German Democratic Republic &#x96; Victor Klemperer is regarded as one of the most vivid
witnesses to a tumultuous century of European history. First published in 1957, The Language of
the Third Reich arose from Klemperer’s conviction that the language of the Third Reich helped to
create its culture. As Klemperer writes: ’lIt isn’t only Nazi actions that have to vanish, but also the
Nazi cast of mind, the typical Nazi way of thinking, and its breeding ground: the language of

Nazism.’
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“Klemperer’s The Language of the Third Reich (or LTI: Lingua Tertii Imperii) is important but
difficult to categorize. Originally published in German in 1957 and translated into English in 2000,
LTI derives from notes the Jewish philologist and literature professor took before and during WW I,
in which he signals and dissects Nazi language. This book is an honest narrative of hope and
oppression, touching in places and well written, in an accessible translation. Summing Up:
Recommended. Lower-division undergraduates through faculty; general readers.A¢a -As

A¢a -4 ¢M. Aaij, Auburn Montgomery, CHOICE

Victor Klemperer (1881-1960), a front-line veteran of the First World War, became Professor of



French Literature at Dresden University. He was taken from his university in 1935 because he was

Jewish, and only survived because of his marriage to an Aryan.

This is a fantastic book that bears many readings. It is taken from Klemperer’s diary during and after
the Nazi abomination. He investigates the way the Nazis abuse the language. It also has its

humorous side as well. This guy is a brilliant, perceptive writer and social critic.

written elegantly, with great insight by someone who managed to live through this nightmare. his

choice of language,and the construction of his thoughts are breathtaking

great

really interesting and great follow-up to his diaries. Highly recommended

How do political regimes work on the level of language? Klemperer’'s detailed notes from Nazi

Germany tell us how.

A modern classic of investigation and insight.

An analysis of rhetoric used by the Nazi propagandists and taken up by the general public. The
observations for the book were collected in Klemperer’s diaries of 1933 to 1945, and reworked into
a book shortly after the end of the war. There is slight overlap with the English translation of the
diaries, which contain notes on common word use, but do not contain much analysis. The English
translator omitted analytic notes in the diaries. | suspect that the full value of the work is obtained

only by reading it in German.

Kempler’s relationship with the Nazis, how it changes etc., is similar to that of many many others.
The value in this is his insight to the Nazis through their use of language. Anyone that prides
themselves in being politically correct, thinking it to be a positive thing, should read this and see just
how it was used by the Nazis. Kempler started, early on keeping, a list of "new" meanings. One of

the first terms he recorded ----"protective custody". See what | mean.
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